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1? April 195>2 


General Matthew B» tidgway 
Cqaaander-in-Chlef, far Eas t Command 
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kwi i-rancisco, camarilla 
Bear V&ttt 

Tour frank and thoughtful letter of 17 March has been 
received and studied, I appreciate your helpful expression 
of views on the complex problems involved and, assure you 
that ©very effort is being made to solve them to our mutual 
benefit. Constructive criticism Is always welcome, and the 
picture as you see it makes a valuable contribution to ry 
understanding. 

As you know, ray experience in Moscow convinced ms that 
it is impossible by overt means to obtain sufficient worth- 
while information on the intentions and capabilities of our 
principal potential enemy. This conviction is now equally 
appli cable to all satellite countries, including Communist 
25X1 Chinal 

pcv-i I I There is no point 

la bemoaning opportunities lost in the past six years nor 
attempting to alibi past f allurea. The plain truth is that 
we are only now arriving at a sound organization in the 
Far East, and a mature approach to these problems , Support 
structures exist, agent networks are being developed, and 
with continued armed service cooperation we are confident 
that scare satisfactory results will be obtained. 

The vexing problem of information evaluation is always 
with us, Ferhaps we err on the cautious side in our anxiety 
to protect our sources and conceal our methods* However, 
these principles must be observed if deep cover, long-range 
projects are expected to survive. Vie attempt by assessment 
and continuing reassessment to arrive at an accurate source 
evaluation which gives customers a useable yardstick. However, 
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information of great importance to national security 
is received from a single source, that source may be 
revealed with, ny concurrence, even if it hlows an important 
sky high Moreover, many comparatively low-level 
operations do not require such elaborate protection and 
sources may be revealed in sufficient detail to permit 
accurate determination of whether similar inform ation re- 
paired emanated from the same source. I am sure 
lean arrive at a satisfactory solution. 
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considerable interest ^ Washington. 

*ft»«r© stressing its importance in field directives, i do 
vm&rstwd to that It la or s uch 
^«Hbancc that all our assets [ should be directed 

toward those targets exclusively; As a matter of fact 1 
r€ttllae , thst the Political and econc^c' 

asy very well give us a more accurate 
Sit IX! < answer to the Question as to whether and when the 
i 2 f0r psace or *11 o«t war. Our field people 
ly?.. ths j Ci ' <ir ?_ be * n Instructed to be responsive to your 
desires for military information, having due regard for their 

^^^ r * ePOa8 i b , ilitieS * I ^ bdSTihartS^ 

is a common sense balance ox objectives here, which met be 
constant review, and your needs will always 
^ ^ th6t balance • Arrangements can certainly 

S»w* t0 J 7 ! J aup r ^ ulrement « regarding targets for 
collection of information given direct to the CIA rep re - 

the field, for resolution on the spot. Further, 
can be reached under the provisions of MSCID-^ 

Jaa ^ dsv0lop operations essential to' 
S-.XXXX 70ur The entire problem of activi- 

JfJrfXXX Pea ?®*f ad W6r is beiBe reexamined here. In the 
through the ser vices of a somewhat strengthened and 
£====] you would have an iSSETSat 
St effective clandestine collection 

you roqulro ta the !U>M of 

•,,, 4. /XXXXff °* rQC6Dt date oa co8jrtu.nl cat ions intelligence 
”* X »e arc on the road to a more satisfactory 

solution of that problem in your area, wx " 

Tm/p.m-s-H o. tutu / T - t wn i Faithfully , 


DD/PtFGWisner & DP /ltLE Becker 
25X1 Rewritten: V.’BSmith . / > 

Distribution: 

Orig & 1 - Addressee Walter B* Smith 

2 - Signer v/ Director 

1C- DD/P 

Approved For ^eleaS©/S)O3/O9/Op0fpA^F^g^O16^^pjj)4OOO1 30050-1 





